
Course Description Form 
 
Course number and section: CULT 390B – 0001/ SUST 304 
(Max enrollment 30; 23 spots reserved for SUST students; 7 for CULT)  
 
Course Topic: Place-based Methods for Interdisciplinary Research  
 
Instructor: Dr. Astrida Neimanis  
 
Course Description: This course introduces students to practice-led research methodologies in 
environmental humanities and related fields. Since all research is situated in place, this course 
cultivates a critical understanding of place as complex and diversely experienced. This course 
includes attention to some of the differences and resonances between Western and Indigenous 
understandings of “place” and a commitment to inclusive and accessible pedagogies in course 
delivery. Delivered via lectures and methodological workshops (including outside the 
classroom), it emphasizes trying out different ways of knowing. Methods focus on sensory, 
bodily, and arts-based research methods in order to unsettle assumptions about place as inert, 
objective, or evenly experienced. It will also investigate how these methods connect to various 
sustainability-related scientific practices. Assessment includes short essays; a field journal, and 
group development of an innovative interdisciplinary research method. 
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Online resources 
Cooking Sections, “Empire Remains Christmas Pudding”  

https://www.cooking-sections.com/Empire-Remains-Christmas-Pudding  
Smog tasting- https://genomicgastronomy.com/work/2011-2/smog-tasting/   
 Walkinglab.ca. Walking and Sensory Inquiry. Podcast available at:  

https://walkinglab.org/podcast/walking-and-sensory-inquiry/  
Waterways Project - https://waterways.ok.ubc.ca/  
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