
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ARTH 360C 
Course Topic:     Food in Art 
 

Instructor:  Antonella De Michelis 

 

Course Description:   

From the banquets of ancient Egypt to Lady Gaga’s infamous meat dress, this course explores 
how what we eat—and how we depict it—reveals who we are. The course traces food and 
drink in visual culture from antiquity to the present, from Etruscan feasting and Renaissance 
still lifes to Pop Art’s Campbell’s soup cans, where food becomes spectacle, critique, and art 
itself. Treating food systems, preparation, and recipes as cultural texts, students will explore 
how artists use food to express ideas about abundance and scarcity, spirituality and sensuality, 
gender and class, national identity, and political power. Spanning global traditions, students will 
explore how food functions as a site of ritual, identity, sensuality, power, and protest. Through 
close visual analysis and critical texts, students will engage with a range of media from ancient 
fresco paintings to contemporary fashion. We will explore questions such as: How does food 
reflect cultural values? In what ways do artists use food to challenge social norms, political 
systems, and economic structures? From the sacred feasts of ancient civilizations to the 
catwalks of high fashion houses, students will explore how food functions as a subject, symbol, 
and material in art history. 

This is an online course.  
 
All materials available remotely via Canvas (www.canvas.ubc.ca) 
 
 
 

                                                                                              

 

http://www.canvas.ubc.ca/

