
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ARTH 376 
Course Topic:     Saints and Sultans: Art of the Ottoman Landscape 

Instructor:  Angela Anderson 

 

Course Description:   

This course examines some of the different techniques, traditions, innovations, and 
influences exercised by the artists and architects working within the Ottoman Empire. Between 
the historical formation of the dynasty ca. 1299 and the establishment of the Turkish Republic 
in 1923, the Ottomans oversaw one of the largest and most linguistically and culturally diverse 
empires in the world. The sultan and his court maintained a Muslim identity, but Christianity 
and Judaism, along with Sufi and denominational teachings from Islam, created demand for 
remarkable objects of many kinds. Vernacular schools and places of prayer, monumental 
churches and mosques, elite textiles and clothing, globally traded silks and velvets, calligraphy, 
book paintings and ceramics, and later photography shaped and were shaped by Ottoman life. 
We will consider what makes something Ottoman, what it meant to be an Ottoman citizen, and 
how culture, religious practice, geography and politics created and sustained the art and 
architecture of the Ottoman landscape. 
 

This is an online course.  
 
All materials available remotely via Canvas (www.canvas.ubc.ca) 
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