
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ENGL 221. 101 and 102 
Course Topic:     Foundations: Literature in Historical Context 2 
 

Instructor:  Robert Eggleston 

 

Course Description:   

Students registered in ENGL 221 will study selected examples of canonical English literature (prose, 
poetry, and drama) written from the early eighteenth century through until the 20th century. They will 
consider the primary texts in relation to their literary, cultural, and historical contexts. They can expect 
to develop a detailed knowledge of examples of canonical English literature, developments in literary 
form and aesthetic concerns, the changing nature of literary production, and the evolving relationships 
between literature and its audiences. 

 

 
 
 

Other:     Readings include (tentative): 18th-century poets (e.g. Pope, Swift, Gray, Walpole); Romantic-
era poets (e.g., Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley); Austen, “Pride and Prejudice” (novel); Victorian-era poets 
(e.g. Robert and E.B. Browning, Arnold); Wilde, “The Importance of Being Earnest” (play); Eliot 
(selections—poetry); Joyce, “Araby”; early-20-century poets (e.g., Yeats, Owen, Auden)                                                                                        

 


