Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 239-001
Course Topic: The Bible in English Literature

Instructor: Michael Treschow

Course Description:

ENGL 239 investigates the Bible as a source of English Literature. It provides an overview of the Bible’s
influence on English cultures. It also requires the careful reading of several literary texts. These will
include portions of the Bible alongside works such as the Old English “Dream of the Rood,” Middle
English Patience, John Milton’s Samson Agonistes, Flannery O’Connor’s “Revelation,” Martin Luther
King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” and selections of poetry by writers such as the Wakefield Master,
Chaucer, Shakespeare, Mary Sidney, John Donne, Christina Rosetti, and T.S. Eliot. Readings will also
include selections of literary criticism, with particular attention to Erich Auerbach and Robert Alter. The
course will give special consideration to the influence of the King James Version on American Literature.
Students will be required to read one of three novels for their essay: Marilyn Robinson’s Gilead, Cormac
McCarthy’s The Road, or Charles Portis’s True Grit.
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