Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 319

Course Topic: Romanticism and Friendship

Instructor: George C. Grinnell
Course Description:

One’s life has value so long as one attributes value to the life of others, by means of love,
friendship, indignation, and compassion - Simone De Beauvoir

The course will introduce the literature and culture of the Romantic period with an emphasis
on the intersection of art and social history by considering the importance of friendship and
enmity. How does the culture of the Romantic-era (1780-1830) develop ideas of friendship that
gather together many of the period’s preoccupations with revolution, sociability, isolation, the
abolition of slavery, the growth of empire, expressions of national community, the natural
environment, and the power of literature? How and why is the surge in artistic innovation
associated with Romanticism often figured in terms of feeling for others? In a time of dramatic
social and political change, the practice of being a friend emerges, unexpectedly perhaps, as a
way to respond to contemporary conditions in which British culture is increasingly preoccupied
with strangers, unfamiliar experiences, and the strangeness of the natural world.

Tentative Reading List:

Broadview Anthology of British Literature, Vol 4: The Age of Romanticism (3rd edition)
Emma by Jane Austen (Broadview edition)

The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah Equiano (Broadview edition)

Textbook:

They Say/I Say, 6th Edition, by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein.



