Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 344A-101
Course Topic: The Bible in English Literature

Instructor: Michael Treschow

Course Description:

ENGL 344A investigates Christian mysticism in late Medieval England. It begins with a review of the
growth of medieval mysticism in the ancient world and its roots in Platonism, Scripture, monasticism,
and affective Christian spirituality. Ancient authors such as Plotinus, Augustine, and pseudo-Dionysius
will form part of this review. After noting the first mystical stirrings in Anglo-Saxon England, the course
will settle into the fourteenth century with attention to Richard Rolle, Walter Hilton, the Cloud author,
and Julian of Norwich. The course will focus primarily on Julian of Norwich’s Shewings and selections
from the works by the Cloud author. Julian’s long text of the Shewings will be read in its entirety, with
selections of her short text for comparison. From the Cloud author readings, will include selections from
The Cloud of Unknowing, A Tretyse of the Stodye of Wisdom pat Men Clepen Beniamyn, and A Pistle of
Preier.

Textbooks
The Shewings of Julian of Norwich, edited by Denise N. Baker. WW Norton, 2005.

All other readings will be supplied by the instructor.



