Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 355C-001
Course Topic: Ancient Classical Literature

Instructor: Michael Treschow

Course Description:

ENGL 355C offers a study of Ancient Classical literature, as a vast source in the development of English
literature. This course particularly involves preparing students for the study of medieval literature. It
begins with a brief historical overview of ancient Literature, both Greek and Latin, from Homer’s epics to
Boethius’s Consolation of Philosophy. The course, however, focusses closely on three works from the
Latin period: Virgil’s Aeneid (an epic continuation of the Iliad and the Odyssey); Lucius Apuleius’s Golden
Ass (a comic satire on the perils of magic); and Augustine’s Confessions (a memaoir of being lost and
found). All three stories are about the striving for greatness of spirit during hard journeys, the damages
of folly along the way, and gracious relief coming through divine help. These stories take us through
despair, rage, deep sorrow, deeper love, and great joy. All three, in differing ways, disclose the workings
of destiny.

Textbooks
Virgil, The Aeneid, translated by Scott McGill & Susannah Wright. Liveright Publishing, 2025.
Lucius Apuleius, The Golden Ass, translated by Ellen Finkelpearl. WW Norton, 2026.

Augustine, Confessions, translated by Frank Sheed. Hacket Publishing, 2007.



