
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ENGL 150  
Course Topic:    Introduction to Literary Genre 
 

Instructor:  Michael Treschow 

 

Course Description:   

This course provides and introduction to literature focusing on genres such as poetry, drama, and 
fiction, with the development of skills in the interpretation of texts. In this section, students will read 
selections of poetry (with attention to the Sonnet), one novel (Jane Austen’s Northanger Abbey), one 
short story (Ted Chiang’s “Story of Your Life”), one film Script (Eric Heisserer’s Arrival), and one 
epistolary disputation (Martin Luther King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail”). Students will receive 
instruction in academic writing, with attention to grammar, rhetoric, and tone. They will learn to read 
closely, with attention to plot, character, theme, affect, and literary devices. 

 
Textbooks 
 
William Strunk and E.B. White, The Elements of Style, Fourth Edition. Pearson, 1999. 
 
Argumentative Essays: A Step by Step Guide. Broadview Press, 2022. 
 
Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey. Penguin Books, 2025. 
 
Other required readings will be supplied by the instructor. 

Other:                                                                                                             

 


