
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ENGL 153 101 
Course Topic:     Readings in Narrative 
 

Instructor:  George C. Grinnell 

Course Description:   

This course has three key components. We will study a variety of written and visual narratives, 
including film, fiction, and creative nonfiction in order to understand the power of narrative to 
shape how we live and think. We will learn to develop sophisticated university-level writing and 
research skills that will be an asset to you regardless of your chosen program. We will also 
develop an understanding of theory and methods useful for the study of narratives and culture 
broadly. Because I want to support you as you develop sophisticated capabilities to think for 
yourself and develop original scholarship using techniques that are shared by every discipline 
on our campus, the use of AI tools of any sort will not be permitted and the majority of course 
assessments will be conducted in class. 

 
Tentative Reading List: 
 
A variety of shorter narratives available on Canvas, plus:  
 
Films: 
 
Parasite, directed by Bong Joon-ho 
 
The Menu, directed by Mark Mylod 
 
Novels: 
 
Still, by Joanna Cockerline 
 
The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead.  
  
Textbook: 
 
They Say/I Say, 6th Edition, by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein. 
 



                                                                                


