Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 309A/ CULT 371A
Course Topic: The Nature of Theory

Instructor: George C. Grinnell

Course Description:

This course offers a selective survey of Literary and Cultural Theory over the past 150 years and
will focus on the topic of nature. No prior experience with theory is necessary. We will consider
how theory has developed a variety of ways to understand the concept of nature and its social,
political, and environmental fortunes during a time of ecological collapse. While the course has
a theme, the course will offer a survey of the methods and scope of theory within literary and
cultural studies. We will examine what theory is, what it does, what principles guide it, and
what it can offer us as scholars and citizens. The class will be discussion based and will involve
collaborative learning. Consistent attendance will be expected. The course is cross-listed with
CULT 371.

Tentative Reading List:

Jonathan Culler, Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/literary-theory-a-very-short-introduction-
9780199691340?cc=ca&lang=en&

Foucault, The History of Sexuality: Volume 1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/55036/the-history-of-sexuality-by-michel-
foucault/9780679724698

Timothy Morton, Being Ecological

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.ca/books/563183/a-pelican-introduction-being-ecological-
by-timothy-morton/9780241274231

Other:



