Course Description

Course number and section: CULT 370—Section 101
Course Topic:  Writing the Self: Theory and Practice

Instructor: Melissa Jacques
Course Description (100-150 words):

This course has two main objectives. The first is introducing life writing as a field of academic
research; the second is having students participate in this field by applying the lessons learned
from scholarship and examples of life writing to the writing of their own lives. The hybrid
structure of the course will enable students to distinguish between academic scholarship and
creative writing and gain experience working within emerging genres that blend these
discursive modes. The course focuses explicitly on emerging genres, providing students with a
scholarly overview of autotheory as it overlaps with critical poetics. Students will engage in
experiential learning/innovative scholarship by writing within these genres and will be
encouraged to push the boundaries of academic/critical discourse by reading as writers and
using the assigned texts as models for their own writing practice, which will be reinforced by in-
class writing exercises and peer-editing workshops. (Cross-listed as GWST 340)

Other:  The reading list for this course is varied but may include work by the following writers:
Lars Horn, Dorothy Allison, Lucy Ives, Christina Sharpe, Lauren Fournier, Paul B. Preciado, Eva
Hayward, Emily Ogden, Billy-Ray Belcourt, Maggie Nelson, and Esmé Weijun Wang. PLEASE
NOTE: Because of the hybrid nature of the course—50% academic seminar and 50% creative-
writing workshop—REGULAR ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY.



