
Course Description 
 

Course number and section:   ENGL 250/CULT 275—Section 101 
Course Topic:     Foundations: Interdisciplinary Theory and Method in Literary Research 
 

Instructor:  Melissa Jacques 

Course Description (100-150 words):   

This course will introduce students to major trends in critical theory by exposing them to the 
work of a range of philosophers and theorists brought together—often uncomfortably or 
contentiously—under the rubric of critical theory. Because this field of study is vast, we will be 
hitting only the highlights. Moreover, these are the highlights as I see them. Any instructor 
offering an introductory course in critical theory will select a range of texts they/she/he feels is 
foundational. This is never an objective selection; there are as many histories of critical theory 
as there are people who teach it. (There are also many texts I’d love to add, but our time 
together is limited.) While the reading list reflects my interests and training, the goal of this 
class is that we engage, together, and in an intensive and critical way, with every one of the 
texts on our reading list. 

 
 

Other:      The course readings will be drawn from the following areas within critical theory: 
New Criticism, Structuralism, Psychoanalysis, Feminist Theory, Post-Colonial Theory, Black 
Studies, Affect Theory, Gender Theory, New Materialism, and Indigenous Epistemologies.                                                                                          

 


