Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 203A—Section 101
Course Topic: Topics in Composition: Life and Death

Instructor: Melissa Jacques
Course Description (100-150 words):

This course will look at representations of life and death through the interdisciplinary
perspective of the health humanities. We will consider literary, scholarly, and visual
representations of life, death, health, and illness. Our primary texts will range from philosophy,
history, and medicine, to creative non-fiction, graphic memoir, and visual art. Using a
multimodal approach that attends to both visual and discursive rhetorical strategies, we
explore the relationship between different modes of representation in order to see how
distinct fields like medicine and the arts might be better understood as mutually enriching.
Because this is a writing course, students will complete four formal writing assignments
(memoir, rhetorical analysis, research proposal, research essay) as well as a mid-term and a
final exam that covers the entire course. There are in-class peer-editing workshops for the
formal assignments. As this is primarily a skills-based course, regular attendance (and
participation in the workshops) is MANDATORY.

Other: The texts on our reading list are, for the most part, short (personal essays, articles,
and excerpts). There will be one book-length text, which you will need to purchase in hard
copy: Arizona O’Neill’s graphic memoir, Opioids & Organs (2026) . In addition to these primary
texts, we will watch a documentary, The Washing of Tears, and several presentations by
writers/academics available online through sites like TED.com.



