Course Description

Course number and section: ENGL 493K and CULT 400J: Section 001
Course Topic: Topics in Popular Culture: Vampires in Pop Culture

Instructor: Melissa Jacques

Course Description:

Cross-listed as ENGL 493 and CULT 400, this course explores the figure of the vampire in
popular culture. From the racialized alien threat in Bram Stoker’s Dracula to the radical
interrogation of that alien status in late 20th- and early 21rst-century texts, the figure of the
vampire functions as a vehicle for cultural anxieties about such things as sexuality, race,
addiction, and disease. One contention of this course is that, in contrast to the conservative
ideology underpinning Bram Stoker’s late 19th-century novel, the vampire in contemporary
texts no longer represents abject deviance or corruption. If this is true, what cultural work do
these texts perform? What has the vampire come to signify in the 21rst century?

Tentative Reading List:

Primary Texts :

Octavia Butler’s Fledgling (2005)

Stephen Graham Jones’s The Buffalo Hunter Hunter (2025)
Clair Kodha’s Woman Eating (2022)

Silvia Moreno-Garcia’s Certain Dark Things (2016)

Anne Rice’s The Vampire Lestat (1985)

Bram Stoker’s Dracula, Broadview edition (2000/1897)

Other Media: In addition to the novels, we will select from the following films and television
series: Sinners (2025), The Hunger (1983), Blade (1998), A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night
(2014), as well as selected episodes of Trueblood (2008-2013), Interview with the Vampire
(2022-2025) and The Vampire Lestat (2026).



