Course Description

Course number and section: ARTH 320
Course Topic:  Art and Colonial Encounters: Canada 1600-1970

Instructor: Nathalie Hager

Course Description:

This course challenges the traditional ‘colony-to-nation’ narrative that has shaped the scholarly study of
Canadian art history since the discipline emerged in the 1960s. Rather than presenting a single, linear
account of artistic development, it explores the rich, dynamic, and diverse histories of art on the lands
now called Canada. Through questions such as “Who has told the story of art in Canada? How has it been
told? Who has been included? And who has been left out?”, students critically examine how art histories
have been constructed and how settler-centric and colonial narratives have marginalized many artists,
communities, and perspectives. Drawing on multiple voices, places, historical moments, and critical
frameworks—including nationalism, race, gender and identity, diverse and inclusive representations,
and Indigeneity—the course reconsiders established interpretations of Canadian art. While artistic
production in Canada has been profoundly shaped by colonialism, regional identities, and the
canonization of national imagery, this course steps towards a decolonized Canadian art history as
complex, contested, and plural.

No prior art history required.
No textbook required.

Links to required and optional readings and videos will be provided on Canvas
(www.canvas.ubc.ca)



http://www.canvas.ubc.ca/

